
tions taken by the State Library in regard to its role in the develop-

ment of library service after 1972. It is to be hoped that the

publication of biennial reports will be resumed in the near future

and continued thereafter.

Although this work was undertaken through an agreement with

the State Library, it is completely my own; and I take full respon-

sibility for it. Any errors of fact or of judgment are errors that I

have made, and only I should be blamed for them.

The data used in Appendixes A and B have been taken from

statistics compiled by the staff of the State Library.

This work could not have been undertaken without the help of

many people. I am particularly indebted to David N. McKay, state

librarian, and Jane Williams, assistant state librarian, and all the

members of their staff, including David Bevan, chief of the

Reference Section, and Doris Holloway, head of the Documents
Branch. Dr. H. G. Jones, Alice R. Cotten, and Robert G. Anthony,

Jr., of the North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina

Library, Chapel Hill, gave untiring help to assist in finding some
of the obscure items that document the early years of library

development. The library of the School of Library Science at

Chapel Hill contains a wealth of material relating to libraries; and
on the few occasions that I needed help there the staff was very

cooperative. The staff of the State Archives in Raleigh, particularly

George Stevenson and Gene Williams, helped me to locate

needed material. Although I had need to consult her on only a few

occasions, Elaine von Oesen, retired assistant state librarian and a

pioneer in the study of library development in North Carolina, was

unfailingly ready to help and guide me. Finally, David Stick, who
has played such a dominant role in civic and cultural activities in

North Carolina during the past thirty years, made available to me
from his personal files material concerning the library movements
of the 1960s; he also summarized the part he played in a lengthy

document upon which much of Chapter VI is based.

My wife, Memory F. Mitchell, read the entire manuscript, and

her editorial expertise helped me avoid many errors that would

otherwise have marred this study. The final version of the

manuscript was typed by Ann H. Farmer, who caught many minor

errors that probably would otherwise have escaped detection.


